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(54) VISUAL TELEPHONE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prevent a picture different from an actual 
reception picture from being displayed at talking start. 
CONSTITUTION: A coding picture signal from an 
opposite party is inputted to a picture decoding section 
13 via a line interface 10 from a line and decoded and 
stored in a display picture memory 14. A picture data 
read from the display picture memory 14 is inputted to a 
TV signal processing section 1 7 via a display picture 
changeover switch 15, processed by a display signal and 
displayed on a monitor 8. While decoding by a picture 
decoding section 13 is finished after the start of talking, 
a control section 20 mutes the TV signal processing 
section 17 by using a control signal 34 or clears a 
display picture memory 14 by using a control signal 32 to 
attain muting, and when the display of a transmission 
picture or the display of a character message is set, the 
display picture changeover switch 1 5 is switched to 
display a transmission picture of its own station or a 
character message from a character generating section 

16 thereby controlling the picture of the display picture memory 14 so as not to be displayed. 
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